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CARSTAR AUTO BODY REPAIR EXPERTS TO 

MAKE WISHES COME TRUE FOR LOCAL BOY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
GRANITE CITY, IL (May 25, 2011) – Six-year-old Nolen has a 
wish; he would like to see the ocean again. And, if you met Nolen, 
you would do anything in your power to make that happen for him 
and his family. You see, Nolen recently had brain surgery to 
remove a golf ball-sized tumor (pilocytic astrocytoma of the 
cerebellum) and is waiting to start speech, language, and 
occupational therapy. But if you spent even 5 minutes with him, 
you would walk away with a huge smile on your face because he 
most likely gave you a giant bear hug and shook your hand with a 
laugh. When the St. Louis Metro CARSTAR owners heard about 
Nolen’s wish, they knew they wanted to help make it happen.  
 

That’s why they are hosting their third annual CARSTAR Soaps It Up! Car Wash at 8 locations 
in the St. Louis Metro area on Saturday, June 11 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. CARSTAR Soaps It Up! 
is North America’s largest car wash event, which set the Guinness World Record for “Most Cars 
Washed – Multiple Venues” in 2009 by washing more than 4,000 cars in eight hours. This year, 
more than 140 CARSTAR stores throughout both U.S. and Canada are expected to participate. 
 
“The St. Louis group of CARSTAR Auto Body Repair Experts has big hearts,” said Rob 
Waymire, owner of Dempsey-Adams CARSTAR and current St. Louis CARSTAR Business 
Group President. “We are so grateful for the chance to get to know these kids and, with the help 
of Make-A-Wish, grant their wishes.” 
 
The Make-A-Wish Foundation grants a wish every 40 minutes and has granted more than 
200,000 wishes since its inception. These wishes wouldn’t be possible without help from 
corporate sponsors like CARSTAR and their partners. 
 
“We are so thankful for our partner sponsors, Travelers Insurance and LKQ Metro, for stepping 
up to be Magic Makers for these children,” added Waymire. “Their support helps make it 
possible for us to make Nolen’s wish come true.” 
 
The Soaps It Up! event at Dempsey-Adams CARSTAR and Granite City Glass is being co-
sponsored by Enterprise Rent-A-Car, who will be providing a freshly grilled lunch and 
refreshments for car wash customers and participants. A local Granite City youth baseball team, 
the Redbirds, and their families have taken on the responsibility of pre-selling tickets and will be 
washing the cars and sharing in the proceeds of the ticket sales. They were so excited to help 
make Nolen’s wish come true while helping their team replace badly-needed equipment.  

 

- more -  



 
 
 

Contact: Kathe Carnahan, 314-706-3376 
kathecstlcarstar@aol.com 

 
 
 
Car Wash tickets are now on sale at each CARSTAR location for $10 each with 100% of the 
ticket sales benefitting Make-A-Wish and other local charities. When you stop by a St. Louis 
Metro CARSTAR location, you can be entered to win an iPad2 with WiFi. No purchase 
necessary. 
 
For a CARSTAR location nearest you and to learn more about Soaps It Up!, visit 
www.CARSTAR.com.   
 
 
 
 
About CARSTAR 

CARSTAR Auto Body Repair Experts is the largest group of branded collision repair facilities in North America with 
over 380 locally-owned-and-operated locations in 30 states and 10 Canadian provinces. CARSTAR is committed to 
providing consistent quality services to our customers and insurance partners and has repaired more than 2.5 million 
vehicles since it was founded in 1989. Our technicians and front office staff receive ongoing training to ensure they 
are qualified to work on any vehicle. Customer satisfaction is our number one priority as we consistently lead the 
industry in customer satisfaction ratings.  
 
About the Make-A-Wish Foundation 

The Make-A-Wish Foundation grants the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the 
human experience with hope, strength, and joy. Founded in 1980 when a group of caring volunteers helped a young 
boy fulfill his dream of becoming a police officer, the Foundation is one of the world’s leading children’s charities, with 
64 chapters in the United States and its territories. With the help of generous donors and nearly 25,000 volunteers, 
the Make-A-Wish Foundation grants a wish every 40 minutes and has granted more than 200,000 wishes in the 
United States since its inception. For more information about the Make-A-Wish Foundation, visit wish.org and 
discover how you can share the power of a wish
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